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Client Advisory 

March 31, 2021 

USTR Suspends US – Burma (Myanmar) Trade Agreement  

Dear Valued Customer, 

 

On March 29, 2021, the United States Trade Representative (USTR) announced that the United States is 
suspending all engagement with Burma under the Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA), which was 
signed by both countries in 2013.   

 

C.H. Robinson issued a client advisory on February 12 that covered the sanctions placed on Burmese companies 
and individuals. The suspension of the TIFA agreement is another act taken by the United States to support the 
citizens of Burma while trying to reinstate their democratically elected officials after the military coup that occurred on 
February 1, 2021. 

 

The suspension of TIFA does not stop trade between Burma and The United States. TIFA is an agreement between 
the two countries to promote trade between the parties by meeting no less than once a year to work together to 
expand and diversify trade between US and Burma. The agreement does include a termination clause stating that  
any party can terminate the agreement via written notice to the other party and the termination will take effect on the 
day the parties agree or 180 days after the date of the notice of termination, if parties cannot agree. 

 

The USTR press release specifies that the suspension will remain in effect until the return of the democratically 
elected government. 

  

USTR Press Release - https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2021/march/ustr-
suspends-trade-engagement-burma-following-military-coup-and-violence-against-civilians 

 

Trade and Investment Framework Agreement between United States and Myanmar - 
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/05212013%20US%20BURMA%20TIFA_0.pdf 

 

February 12, 2021 Burma Sanctions Client Advisory - http://worknet/sites/gfblog/SiteAssets/2-12-2021-Client-
Advisory-Burma-Sanctions-Announced.pdf 

 

 

Thank you for being our Valued Customer. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your 

C.H. Robinson commercial representative for further information. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

C.H. Robinson 
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